
 
Mayor Micozzie: Politically Motivated Lawsuit from Upper Darby 

Democrats has Jeopardized Drexeline Redevelopment 
Redevelopment Project on Life Support due to Litigation; Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars in 

Tax Revenues for Township and School District Already Lost 
 
UPPER DARBY – Upper Darby Mayor Tom Micozzie today released a statement and video on the 
Drexeline litigation, launched by supporters of his election opponent Barbarann Keffer, that has 
stalled development of the Drexeline Shopping Center and jeopardized hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in tax revenues for the township and school district – as well as deprived residents of the 
biggest development project in Upper Darby for decades:  

“This project represented the single largest redevelopment project in Upper Darby Township in more 
than 20 years, dating back to the opening of the Home Depot in 1996,” said Micozzie. “This lawsuit 
was part of a deliberate effort by my opponent’s supporters – with Barbarann Keffer’s blessing - 
to delay the Drexeline redevelopment and prevent a significant success story from occurring in the 
lead up to my re-election campaign.  As a result of these political games, prospective tenants have 
fled, and the township and school district have already been deprived of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in tax revenues and millions in economic activity.”  

Maggie Fullmer, Republican candidate for Upper Darby School Board, added this: “What’s 
especially upsetting is that a current member of our School Board, Don Fields, is the one who 
filed the lawsuit to stall the Drexeline project. Imagine what we could have done in our schools with 
those tax revenues right now.” 

Terry Tracy, Republican candidate for Upper Darby Council At-Large, added this: “The new 
Drexeline Town Center would have tripled the economic activity that the shopping center 
generates, from $35 million now to over $100 million annually. That’s more than $65 million in 
opportunity costs that Upper Darby is not benefiting from. This project should have been a no-
brainer.” 

Mayor Micozzie continued: “The developer may need to significantly scale back the scope of the 
project by tens of millions of dollars. It is disappointing that the partisan agenda of a few 
Democratic Party activists has harmed our Township and will result in the loss of both tax 
revenues and the creation of new jobs in Upper Darby.”   

“Barbarann Keffer is campaigning on a platform of redevelopment and reinvestment, but in reality 
she and her supporters played a central role in disrupting the single largest retail property 
investment in Upper Darby in more than two decades,” said Micozzie.  “I have worked hard to 
encourage financial investment in our township, as well as create good-paying jobs for our 
neighbors, and I am committed to working with the developer to get this project back on track, but 
Keffer’s campaign supporters have done a lot of damage and the public deserves to know the truth.”  



 

MORE BACKGROUND – 

The Drexeline redevelopment project was projected to create more than 250 new permanent 
jobs and support 370 jobs during the construction phase.  The project was also estimated to 
create $524,000 in one time revenues to the township during the construction phase, 
$188,000 in new annual tax revenues for the township and $260,000 in new property tax 
revenues each year for the Upper Darby School District.   

In July 2018, attorney Sean Kilkenny – one of the largest campaign donors to Micozzie’s 
opponent Bararann Keffer – filed a legal appeal in the Court of Common Pleas on behalf of 
three Upper Darby Democratic Party Committeepeople, including Donald Fields, who was 
subsequently rewarded by the Democrats in Upper Darby with a seat on the Upper Darby 
School Board. Ironically, this very complaint has already cost the school district hundreds of 
thousands in unrealized property tax revenues for the 2018 and 2019 school years. The land 
use appeal contained numerous objections to the Zoning Hearing Board’s approval of variances 
for the project. 

The legal delay has resulted in a major tenant withdrawing from the project, forcing the 
developer to consider significantly cutting his investment in the property which will jeopardize 
the creation of hundreds of construction and long-term jobs and hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of tax revenues for the township and Upper Darby School District in the coming years. 

Kilkenny, who represented the Democratic Party Committeepeople free of charge, is a long-time 
supporter of Keffer who donated thousands of dollars to her campaign for State Representative 
in 2016 and has served on the host committee for a fundraiser for her current campaign for 
Mayor.  Prior to her termination as Borough Manager for Millbourne, Keffer worked closely with 
Kilkenny’s law firm, which serves as solicitor for Millbourne Borough.     

Leading up to a hearing on the project’s requested zoning variances, Keffer publicly - and 
inaccurately- made allegations of a “secretive” process related to the proposed redevelopment 
and raised objections to an alleged “covered walkway” in the project plans that, in reality, did not 
exist.  Later, in official testimony before the Zoning Hearing Board, Keffer objected to the 
developer’s inclusion of storage units and requested that the board delay its consideration of the 
developer’s request for variances.  Keffer also submitted comments for the Zoning Hearing 
Board that raised objections to requested variances related to stream buffers and pervious 
coverage.  Those objections were central points in the legal appeal filed by Keffer’s campaign 
supporters that sought to block the Zoning Hearing Board’s approval of the project. 

Elements of the original redevelopment proposal included a major redevelopment and 
expansion of the property’s existing Shoprite, a new medical office building to provide a 
convenient location for residents to meet their healthcare needs, a multi-family residential 
development, a Wawa convenience store/gas station; underground parking, a self-storage 
facility, and various office and retail space.  Wells Fargo Bank, PNC Wealth Management, and 
Anthony’s Restaurant would have remained tenants.   

Under the original proposal, the developer planned to install a new underground stormwater 
retention system to reduce runoff, double the amount of green space on the property, and 
double the amount of pervious coverage.  


